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Principals Message
Thank you for considering Mater Dei Catholic Primary School for the
next stage of your child’s formal education.
We look forward to working in partnership with you to provide an
environment that fosters your child’s development and meets their
educational needs. At Mater Dei, we work to provide a holistic
education, one that develops your child spiritually, academically,
socially, physically and emotionally, in a community that is underpinned
by Gospel values.
We aim to cater for each students different learning styles. There is a
deep belief and resolve that each child be given the opportunity to
achieve to the best of their ability, through appropriate and sensitive
teaching. Students are encouraged to accept responsibility for their own
learning and become life-long learners.
As a Catholic school, we work collaboratively with parents and the
Sacred Heart Parish to allow each student to experience the fullness of
their faith, by providing varied opportunities to engage with Jesus and
his message.
At Mater Dei, you will find a school community comprising: dedicated
staff, interested and involved parents, and students who are proud of
their achievements and their school. We
provide well resourced classrooms and playing
areas, and most importantly, a shared
vision to provide an environment where every
child is valued and can experience success.
We look forward to meeting you as our
enrolment process continues.
Megan Masterson
Principal

Spiritual Development
In partnership with Father Paddy, Father Jomer and the Scared Heart Parish, we work to provide a community that reflects Catholic
beliefs and values. Through prayer and action, we aim to develop community members who act with love for God, ourselves and
others. Opportunities for families to experience their faith include:*
*
*
*
*
*

Sacramental Programs
Formal and informal prayer
St Vincent de Paul—Mini Vinnies
Class, Whole School and Parish Masses
Daily Religious Education Lessons
School Liturgies

Well Being
The spiritual, social, physical and emotional well being of all in our community is a priority. Programs and personnel are in place to
support these needs. Our school has a pastoral care worker who liaises closely with staff, families and wider community agencies.
Some of the wellbeing programs and opportunities include:* Inclusion and Diversity Learning Teacher
* Mini Vinnies
* Student Buddy System
* Leadership Camp
* Class Parent Reps
* Well being Committee
* Mindfulness Program
* Royal Far West Program
* Young Leaders Program

Teaching and Learning
At Mater Dei, we create learning and teaching opportunities which will provide the
necessary skills for students to become adaptable, life-long learners and valued
contributors in a changing world. In our flexible learning spaces, you will find:
* students who are inspired to learn, think critically, investigate and question
* learning opportunities that are rigorous and relevant, personalised and build on
prior knowledge
* teachers who collect and analyse evidence about each student to inform teaching
* effective teacher/student feedback, including individual goal setting

Resources and Facili es
Mater Dei offers families excellent facilities and strong resourcing to compliment
and enhance student development. The unwavering support of the Sacred Heart
Parish and our School Council has allowed us to provide an environment of which
we can all be justifiably proud.
* Engaging, well resourced classrooms * Specious playgrounds
* Modern technology
* Creative learning spaces
* Innovative Healthy Canteen
* Large Multi-Purpose Hall
* Inviting library
* Specialised Creative Arts Teachers

Our School
At Mater Dei, we don’t enrol students, we welcome families. We want you to feel valued as part of our community. Families ability to be involved varies greatly, but we encourage you to participate in any way that you are able, to help build a meaningful
partnership between the home and school. Some of the many opportunities for involvement include:* Parent Welcome Evening
* Sports Events
* Parent Teacher Student Interviews
* Classroom Helpers
* Canteen Volunteers
* Social Functions
* Working Bees
* School Council
Our school is blessed with a wonderful sense of
community and we welcome your contribu on to this.

Extra Curricular Ac vi es
Our school provides a diverse range of extra curricular activities that cater for the particular interest of students at our school.
The majority of these are co-ordinated by staff of the school. These opportunities often allow students to “shine” in an area they enjoy
* Speech and drama tuition
* Student representative council
* Life Education program
* Mini Vinnies
* Class excursions
* School incursions
* Singing group/choir
* Public speaking

Sport
Exposure to a wide range of sporting activities is available to students. These include class, school and representative opportunities in
a diverse range of sports. Weekly sport sessions are part of our curriculum with the purpose of developing the skills and enjoyment that
regular exercise provides. A school “Sports Code of Conduct” for all participants, coaches, officials
and parents is in place. Some of the many sporting opportunities include:* Athletics, swimming and cross country carnivals * Gala days in Netball, Touch Football, Austag,
Rugby Union, Rugby League and Soccer * Representative opportunities from Diocesan to Australian
Championship level
Whilst our school students do not compete in weekend competitions under the school banner, many children
from within our school, form teams to participate in weekend sporting competitions.

Website
Mater Dei Catholic Primary School has a website. To view the website and all of its features, go to web.mdpww.catholic.edu.au
As part of our website, we are utilising the App called Compass. As you will see, Compass will allow the school to provide parents with up-to-date information
instantly. As a parent, you can either utilise this app on our website, or on any of your mobile devices. Just download the app and use it as a helpful tool for all things
school.

Enrolment Criteria
We are appreciative that you are considering enrolment at Mater Dei Catholic Primary. We happily accept applications from any families, regardless of
residing address or faith but would ask that you take the time to read the criteria, listed below, which will be followed, should applications exceed places
available.
Catholic Primary Schools in Wagga are zoned, based on the Parish that each school serves. We ask that in the first instance, families at least contact
their zoned schools, whether to enrol or to discuss possible application to another Catholic School. Given that Mater Dei School is an integral part of the
Sacred Heart Parish, we are obliged in the first instance to place Catholic families of our zone. Obviously should there be places available, other families
will be enrolled, working downwards through the criteria below.
a. Siblings of existing students, provided they meet readiness and age requirements.
b. Catholic children whose family are active parishioners and whose family support Sacred Heart Kooringal Parish, and reside within the Mater Dei
Catholic Primary School residential zone.
c. Catholic children outside Sacred Heart Parish but whose family are active parishioners of Sacred Heart Kooringal Parish, will be considered for
placement at either Sacred Heart or Mater Dei Primary schools. An application should also be made at the parish school you are residentially
zoned to.
d. Catholic children, who reside in the Mater Dei Catholic Primary School residential zone and meet readiness requirements.
e. Catholic children who live in the Sacred Heart Kooringal Parish, but outside the Mater Dei zone. An application should also be made at Sacred
Heart School.
f. Catholic children from other parishes. An application should also be made at your Parish School.
g. Children of other faiths, who reside within Mater Dei residential zone. An application should also be made at your local primary school.
h. Children of other faiths, who reside outside the Mater Dei residential zone. An application should also be made at your local primary school.
PLEASE NOTE
In final determinations, age and readiness of applicants will be taken into account (oldest applicants are given preference in Kindergarten
enrolments). In extenuating circumstances, other applicants may be considered at the discretion of the Parish Priest and Principal. In the event that
applications for enrolment far exceed available places, interviews may only be offered to Parish Catholic families in the first instance.
Baptismal, Birth and Immunisation certificates must accompany your application for enrolment. Identification and proof of residential address must
also to be provided when your lodge your application for enrolment e.g. parent’s drivers licences, phone bill, electricity or gas bill.
Depending on the number of enrolment applications received, children who turn five years of age after 1st of February, may not be considered for
enrolment before the first term of the following year. For grades other than Kindergarten, you are welcome to contact us to make an enquiry regarding
the possibility of enrolment.
Please note– your application can be further supported by obtaining a reference from Fr John Baptist at Sacred Heart Kooringal Parish, or from the parish priest at the parish where you attend
Mass. You application must be returned with ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (as outlined in the accompanying enrolment checklist).

Fees and Responsibilities
School fees are billed in the first week of term 1 each year. Your school fees are due and payable 30 days from invoice. Each family is
required to complete a Diocesan School Fee Payment Agreement, and return it to the school office no later than the end of February
confirming your preferred payment method and payment schedule for that school year. Weekly, fortnightly or monthly payment plans are
available, but full payment of your account is required by the first week of December in that school year. If you are experiencing dire
financial circumstances, you are encouraged to make direct contact with our school principal to discuss your situation, or to make direct
contact with the Diocesan School Fees Liaison officer to make an application for fee relief.
Options for payment include, direct deposit or eftpos (which incurs a service fee of 1.75% of the amount paid)
Discount is offered on the tuition component of fees, when you have two or more children enrolled.

